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Throughout the course of reform the council has promoted systemwide 
collaboration among institutions. It also has encouraged increased 
collaboration among the postsecondary system and state and local education, 
government, and economic development agencies to identify and respond to 
state needs and advance the knowledge-based economy. Engineering was one of 
the needs immediately identified and the council responded by creating the 
Strategy for Statewide Engineering Education (see attachment). This important 
initiative will be featured at the May meeting.   
 
The cornerstone of this strategy is a set of joint engineering programs. The 
University of Kentucky, University of Louisville, Western Kentucky University, 
and Murray State University have now signed groundbreaking memoranda of 
agreement that implement Kentucky’s first joint baccalaureate degrees in 
mechanical, civil, electrical, and electrical and telecommunications 
engineering. Students are enrolled, and the first classes are expected to 
graduate in 2005. 
 
The strategy also calls for initiatives promoting P-16 math and science, 
developing KCTCS pre-engineering curricula and engineering technology 
associate degrees that align with baccalaureate programs, and recruiting, 
mentoring, and placing women and minorities in engineering programs.  
 
A status report on this statewide initiative will be presented by Lee Todd, UK 
president; Jim Ramsey, UofL president; King Alexander, MuSU president; Tom 
Lester, dean of the UK College of Engineering; Tom Hanley, dean of the UofL 
College of Engineering; Blaine Ferrell, dean of the WKU Ogden College of 
Science and Engineering; and Neil Weber, dean of the MuSU College of Science, 
Engineering, and Technology. 
 
Implementation of the next components of the strategy will include working 
with the Kentucky Department of Education to enrich the engineering pipeline 
by increasing the number of students and the number of female and minority 
students in math, science, and other engineering-related programs; expanding 
current engineering and information technology programs offered by the 
KCTCS; and coordinating existing programs that recruit students into 
engineering. 
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http://www.cpe.state.ky.us/council/CPE_Mtg_mats/2003/May/Focus_On_Reform_Engineering_attachment.pdf

